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I, John F . Letchford , Registration No. 33,328, certify that this 
correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Appeal 
Brief - Patents, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, ^^2^22313-1450 on September 24, 2008. 




John F. Letchfird 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

APPELLANTS' RESPONSE TO NOTIFICATION 
OF NON-COMPLIANT APPEAL BRIEF 

This response comes before the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Board of Appeals and Interferences from a 
Notification of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief mailed August 27, 
2 008 ( "Notif ication" ) . According to the Notification, the 
original brief did not contain a statement of the status of all 
claims or identify the appealed claims (37 CFR 
41 . 37 (c) (1) (iii) ) . Responsive thereto and as specifically 



directed in the Notification, only the defective section 
containing a statement of the status of all claims is attached 
hereto. Applicants respectfully request that the attached 
replacement section "III. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS " be accepted and 
incorporated into the original brief filed on August 15, 2008 as 
if originally filed therewith. 

In view of the forgoing, the instant application is 
believed to be in condition for docketing as an appeal. If the 
Examiner believes that a telephone interview would be beneficial 
to advance prosecution of the present application, the Examiner 
is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number 
listed below. 



ARCHER Sc GREINER, P.C. 

One Centennial Square 

Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

Tel. : (856) 354-3013 

Fax : (856) 795-0574 

Email : j letchf ord@archerlaw. com 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: September 24, 2008 
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*" 1 

III . STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1, 3-7, and 11-15 are hereby appealed. The status 
of the claims in the application is as follows: 

1. (Rejected) A hair holding device comprising: 

a first body member and a second body member, said first 
and second body members comprising hair gripping portions 
adapted to be squeezed by a user whereby said hair gripping 
portions come into contact with gathered strands of a user's 
hair; 

hinge means for pivotally connecting said first and second 
body members; and 

adjustment means comprising a slip friction mechanism 
coaxially arranged with respect to said hinge means for causing 
said hair gripping portions to remain at a point at which said 
hair gripping portions are squeezed together by a user. 

2. (Canceled) The hair holding device of claim 1 wherein said 
adjustable means comprise a slip friction mechanism. 

3. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 1 wherein said 
slip friction mechanism comprises a first surface associated 
with said first body member, a second surface associated with 
said second body member, and biasing means for maintaining 
contact between said first and second surfaces such that a slip 
friction interface is created between said first and second 
surfaces . 

4. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein said 
slip friction interface extends perpendicular to said hinge 
means . 
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5. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein at 
least one of said first and second surfaces is an irregular 
surface . 

6. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 5 wherein at 
least one of said irregular surfaces is a toothed surface. 

7. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein said 
biasing means comprise a compression spring. 

8. (Withdrawn) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein said 
biasing means comprise a tension spring. 

9. (Withdrawn) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein said 
biasing means comprise a spring clip. 

10. (Withdrawn) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein at 
least one of said surfaces is integral with at least one of said 
first and second body members. 

11. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 3 wherein at 
least one of said surfaces is provided on at least one insert 
carried by at least one of said first and second body members. 

12. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 1 further 
comprising means for biasing said hair gripping portions into a 
predetermined position. 

13. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 12 wherein said 
means for biasing comprise a torsion spring having a first end 
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in contact with said first body member and a second end in 
contact with said second body member. 

14. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 13 wherein said 
first and second body members further comprise handle portions 
that are squeezable by a user to release said hair gripping 
portions from the point at which said hair gripping portions are 
squeezed together by a user, and wherein said first end of said 
torsion spring is in contact with said handle portion of said 
first body member and said second end of said torsion spring is 
in contact with said handle portion of said second body member. 

15. (Rejected) The hair holding device of claim 1 wherein said 
first and second body members further comprise handle portions 
that are squeezable by a user to release said hair gripping 
portions from the point at which said hair gripping portions are 
squeezed together by a user. 
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